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Memorandum on the Interim Report of the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
February 15, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Subject: Interim Report of the Presidential
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’
Illnesses

On May 26, 1995, I established the Presi-
dential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Vet-
erans’ Illnesses to review and provide rec-
ommendations on the full range of government
activities relating to Gulf War veterans’ illnesses.
The Committee has now released its interim
report, which you have reviewed and forwarded
for my attention.

I am pleased that the Committee’s interim
report recognizes the serious efforts underway

in the Administration to respond to the health
concerns of Desert Storm veterans, and I thank
you for your close cooperation with the Com-
mittee as it fulfills its charge. I trust that you
will continue to work closely with the Com-
mittee as it prepares its final report.

I also request that you carefully review the
recommendations and report back to me
promptly with your plans for implementing the
recommendations. As I said last March when
announcing my intention to establish the Advi-
sory Committee, we will leave no stone
unturned in our efforts to determine the causes
of the illnesses experienced by Gulf War vet-
erans and to provide the best possible medical
care to those who are ill.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in New York City
February 15, 1996

Thank you so very much. I told the Vice
President when we were outside and James Earl
Jones was speaking that we ought to go out
here and smile and quit while we’re ahead.
[Laughter] And I did tell him, I confess, that
I thought it was kind of a bad deal that he
got to be introduced by James Earl Jones and
he introduces me all the time. But James Earl
Jones fails the first test of Presidential introduc-
tions that the Vice President passes with flying
colors, which is, whenever possible, always, al-
ways be introduced by someone you have ap-
pointed to high office. [Laughter]

Don’t you think it’s wonderful what a sense
of humor the Vice President has developed?
I think—I actually resent it myself. [Laughter]
I used to have a sense of humor, but they told
me it wasn’t Presidential. So, like everything
else that’s really enjoyable, in this administration
the Vice President gets to do it. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you who are here, to
the people who cochaired this dinner and all
those who sold tickets and all of you who have

come out on this third-time’s-the charm—
[laughter]—to the leaders of the Democratic
Party who are here; to James Earl Jones, who
I admire so very much, I thank you for being
here and for your wonderful words and for your
support. To Lesley Gore and to the orchestra,
all the musicians, I thought they were terrific.
And I think it’s okay if Lesley Gore tells people
she’s kin to Al. After I became President, I
found out I had all kinds of relatives I didn’t
know that I had. And it makes for interesting
reading. [Laughter]

I want to thank Mayor Dinkins and the mem-
bers of the New York City government, the
Members of Congress who are here, the bor-
ough presidents who are here, and all of you
who have come to be a part of this evening.

You know, I guess that because this is in
all probability my last campaign, unless someday
I run for the school board—[laughter]—I’m a
little bit nostalgic. And I was in this hotel at
a fundraiser almost 4 years ago to this week.
Some of you were here that night. And I’m
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